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Abstract: From October to December of 2017, National Museum of China, Nanjing Museum and
Sihong Museum cooperatively conducted an investigation and excavation at the Xuenan site in
Sihong, Jiangsu prrovince. The field work preliminary confirmed that this was a moat settlement of
the Shunshanji culture. Some part of the moat was excavated, from which a large number of pottery
sherds, tools made of fresh water clam shells, a few tools made of stone, bone and horn, and animal
and plant remains were unearthed. Those archaeological discoveries and the carbon-14 dating result
by accelerator mass spectrometry suggested that the moat was probably built no later than the frist
phase of the Shunshanji culture, and was abandoned during its third phase. Meanwhile, carbonized
rice, domesticated rice spikelet and rice phytoliths were unearthed, which provided strong evidence
for the practice of rice domestication during the Shunshanji culture period. A large number of clam
shells and clam knives were excavated, indicating a difference of the subsistence and handicraft
compared with previous understanding of the Shunshanji culture. This excavation provided
7777777777777777777777777777 important material for the study of the settlement patterns and subsistence of the middle and lower
reaches of the Huai River in the Mid Neolithic.

Key Words: Sihong; Xuenan site; Shunshanji culture; moat
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